
Christ in Community
Col 3:5-17

Introduction
John Donne famously said, “No man is an island.” I’m sure no one here would dispute 
it. So why then, do we struggle so hard to isolate ourselves  away from community? I 
can think of two things that make relationships difficult in our modern culture.

1. Suburb-anization of America 
We wake up, drive to work, come back home, watch TV, and go to bed.

The routine lasts for years, and it’s difficult to break out and even venture into our 
neighbor’s lives, and doing life with them.

2. Social networks and technology
They merely reinforce bite-sized conversations and shallow interacting. I know of 
someone who has hundreds of Facebook friends, but strains to think of anyone to 
stand in her wedding.

Well, I believe today’s passage brings much needed ancient wisdom to our modern 
ears. Paul may not have had a Twitter account, but he knew a thing or two about 
building a community.

Background: Let’s turn to Colossians
Now if we were to jump over chapters 1 and 2, and start right here in chapter 3, I 
would feel like we’re cheating the text. So, let’s take a minute to walk through what 
Paul has been arguing thus far. 

You see, the church in Colossii has had an outbreak of false teaching. We don't know 
exactly what's going on, but we have clues throughout the book that someone in their 
midst was downplaying the authority of Jesus and encouraging believers to maintain 
Jewish law. 

Church history has told us many times that, Christian vitality crumbles without Christ 
and the free grace he offers. Naturally, Paul felt the need to remind the church about 
the cosmic power and deep love of Jesus Christ.

Need for this reminder
And before you tell me this isn't something we struggle with today, let me remind you 
about the propositions swimming around in our culture. It's quite common to hear 



people say that Jesus was merely a wise teacher. He was good, but in no way did he 
expect to be turned into a prophet, much less the Son of God! 

People refused to see Jesus as God in Paul's day, and they're still making the same 
claims 2,000 years later. In fact, I was having coffee with a friend a few days ago who 
told me this very thing. "Jesus would be appalled if he knew people were worshiping 
him," my friend kept saying. And the reason shouldn't be too surprising. As we'll see 
in a moment, the divinity of Jesus has tremendous implications.

This is why Paul reminds the Colossian church: 

Jesus is the image of the invisible God.... For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible.... He is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead.... For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, and through him reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross (Col 1:15–20).

Throughout the first two chapters of Col, Paul is reminding believers that they have 
been raised alongside Christ. Our lives have been bought by his blood. We are a 
people freed from death. Therefore, we ought to act like it.

What does this look like? Well, that brings us to the passage read this morning.

Feel free to open your Bibles or orders of service to Col 3:5-17

Text
There are two sections to what was read this morning: What we are to take off, and 
what we are suppose to put on.

Put to death
In v5, Paul tells us to put to death what is earthly because the wrath of God is coming. 
It's hard for us to catch the gravity of his words here. There's a sense of urgency in his 
tone, under the recognition of what will happen if we don't heed his advice.

Alexander Maclaren described it this way. It's as if there is a man working in a factory, 
and his hand gets stuck in one of the machine's rollers and starts pulling him in. He 
knows that in a matter of seconds, his whole body will be crushed by the machine. 
Frantically, the man, with his other arm, reaches for an ax and takes off his own hand. 
It's by no means pleasant, but there's no other way (Alexander Maclaren via EBC).



While this is a gruesome illustration, it captures the urgency in which Paul is telling 
Christians to put to death these vices. 

• Sexual immorality
• impurity
• wonton-ness
• evil desire
• covetousness

It's no wonder the first four of the five sins listed are related to sexual sin. Sin of this 
sort is particularly hurtful to ourselves. We all know stories of sexual sin slowly 
creeping into a friend’s life, perhaps even our own, and nearly destroying everyone 
nearby.

Now, what is the danger from these sins? The wrath of God. Which is an odd phrase 
to see in the New Testament, right? We figure that phrase needs to stay in the OT. It 
does good for us to remember that God does not change, and his hatred of sin still 
burns strong. God loves you so much that he desires for you to mature in Christ, 
which means urgently taking off sin. Paul’s not done yet.

(v7-9) Do you see that the next grouping of calamities are relational in manner? 

Anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk. Do not lie to one another, seeing that 
you have put off the old self (Col 3:8-9).

Paul is addressing a church, probably no bigger than the gathering here this 
morning. He knows sins like these will splinter a congregation in no time. Again, we 
could go around the room and share stories of churches getting torn apart by slander 
and malice, couldn't we?

Transition
Paul continues, "Put off the old self," he says, "and put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator."

The phrase I want to emphasize here is "being renewed." We hear it throughout the 
New Testament. In 2 Corinthians, Paul says “our inner self is being renewed day by 
day.” In other words, becoming more Christlike is a gradual process. This is very 
comforting to me. Some of us are haunted by sins and vices that we just can't seem to 
shake. This life is plagued by decades of trying to shed sin. It's been said many times 
from this pulpit that Christ the King Anglican church is not a museum of saints, but a 
hospital of sinners. In other words, we know that fighting against sin can be a long, 
arduous battle, which is fought day by day.



Put on... 
Let's now turn our attention to the second half of this passage. And I’m thrilled to tell 
you, it’s not as gruesome.

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. (Col 3:12–15).

Among Scriptures chosen to be read at weddings, this second section is fairly 
popular, and you can see why. It's one of the most beautiful passages on Christian 
love in the entire Bible.

Here, Paul lists five virtues that should clothe each Christian. You're being redeemed 
by Christ – this is what you should look like.

This reminds me of what we do during Lent. Historically, Christians don't just give up 
certain activities, but we also take on new ones. In other words, the Holy Spirit scoops 
out our selfish attributes and fills us with the virtues of Christ. The point is that 
whenever there’s a void, something needs to fill it.

What are those virtues? Compassion, kindness, humility, meekness (or some 
translations say *gentleness*), patience. These virtues stand in direct opposition to the 
sins listed before. Do you know what else is interesting about these virtues? They're 
not things encouraged by culture. If the world had a list of virtues, these wouldn’t be 
at the top. The world values 

• Control of power
• Manipulation
• Force
• Revenge

Oftentimes, the hero on TV gains victory by manipulation, arrogance, and violence.

But the Christian is told to clothe him or herself in

• Compassion
• Kindness
• Humility
• Gentleness
• Patience



What do you think is the hardest to find in that list? Personally, my vote for the rarest 
one is patience. In fact, when you're learning a new skill, what is one of the top 
attributes you want in your teacher? Patience. A lack of patience reveals a lack of 
respect and sympathy. An impatient person interrupts constantly and only talks about 
himself or herself. "I know better than you," is the motto of someone without 
patience. 

So, what then does patience look like? Well, Paul decides to fill it out a bit. Patience is 
bearing with one another and forgiving each other as the Lord has forgiven us. And 
boy is this hard.

Walter Wangerin, in his book As for Me and My House, says that the most effective 
way you can show love to someone is by exercising forgiveness. If you spend enough 
time with someone, you're going to wound them. It's inevitable. And how freeing is it 
when you come to your friend, express your regret, and actually receive forgiveness? 
It's liberating! It's as if we can move again. Without forgiveness, we grow cynical and 
stale.

Community Groups
This last week, I've been talking with a number of you about Community Groups. 
We've had some good conversations. It's our belief that community groups are where 
relationships go deep. These groups meet about twice a month and are filled with 
laughter, food, spiritual discussion, and prayer; and perhaps this is one place where 
we can start practicing the these Christian virtues listed by St. Paul, especially patience 
and forgiveness. 

If this sounds good to you, and you want to join a group, fill out the form in the back 
of your Order of Service. Feel free to give it to me or Mary. We’ll be sharing more 
about community groups in the upcoming weeks. Please know that we would love to 
see you in one.

But be forewarned. Community Groups are wonderful, but wherever community is 
practiced, people inevitably get ticked off. We all come to the table with different 
expectation and desires. All groups of people are like this, inside and outside of the 
church. But here's what makes a Christ-centered community different: we are brothers 
and sisters who have clothed ourselves with the righteousness of Christ. We are a 
gentle people who are quick to forgive. We are kind and patient listeners who will 
humbly console you through dark times and celebrate your victories.

Example from my own community group.



Christ forgave us
And here's why we are this way. Christ first forgave us. While we were still and angry 
and wrathful individuals, clawing at one another with obscene talk and manipulation, 
Christ, full of humility and compassion, took our sin upon himself and defeated it 
upon the cross. Through Christ, we are invited into the family of God where we feast 
together and share life with one another. We are day by day  taking off the old self, 
and wrapping ourselves in the likeness of our savior.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank you for taking upon yourself all our sin and calling us into 
community with you and one another. Help us to forgive another as you have forgiven 
us. In your name, Amen.


