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Fr. Hassan: Let’s pray.  

 Our dear Lord. We give you glory and we thank you, Lord, because indeed you are the 

risen Lord. We come before you this morning with our hearts open, Lord, asking that you 

speak to us. Lord, may we hear you clearly. Lord, as we leave this place today, may we 

know that we’ve had an encounter with you one way or the other. Merciful Lord, we ask 

that you bless each and every one that is in church today. And for those who may not be 

here for one element or the other, of one reason or the other, Lord, we ask that you steer 

their spirit as a body in Christ that they also experience your touch. Oh, pray, in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

 I bring you greetings from Jos, Nigeria, where I come from. I greet you also in the name 

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; bringing greetings from our Archbishop, Benjamin 

Kwashi, who is the general secretary of GAFCON, and from all the congregations in Jos.  

 Now, Jos is a city in north, well not really north, central Nigeria, where we have a 

predominant Muslim north and a predominantly Christian south. So, Jos, is in the middle 

of the friction that comes up from time to time between Islam and Christianity. Actually, 

Jos is a town where we say Boko Haram, the radical Islamic terrorist group, cut its teeth 

when it started the bombing campaign in 2010.  

 But we are an excited people in Jos. We love the Lord, and we are always excited to 

stand every Sunday morning to bring greetings. Not just to our congregation, who are 

going through one level of persecution or another, but indeed to worship our Lord God 

and praise Him the best way we can because indeed He is all that we have.  

 I pastor a church called Trinity Chapel. Trinity Chapel was destroyed in 2010 in a Boko 

Haram attack, and again there was an attempt to rebuild it, but it was destroyed once 

more. So, I got posted at the church and for ten years there was no building standing 

there. But we would meet from time to time, actually started under a tree, then we got 

into a little shed. And we had a small warehouse where we worshipped from 2010 to 

2016, when I got posted to the church. 

 But the gracious help of brothers and sisters from Oxford, they got us a tent, a fire proof 

tent, from Miami here in the U.S., which was shipped all the way to Nigeria. We set up 

this beautiful tent. But in October, again, they thought they could burn it. They didn’t 

know it was fire proof. 

Congregation: (laughter) 

Fr. Hassan: But what they did was they burned all the furniture, destroyed all the music equipment, 

and just left a little hole somewhere out there in the tent, because it wouldn’t burn. But 

we had gotten some other material, patched it, and this morning I called my wife to ask 
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how they were doing. They said, “All good here.” They were singing in the background, 

just worshipping the Lord. 

  But this is where I come from. This morning I just want to share two thoughts. Picking 

from the readings this morning, just beautiful readings because we see in the gospel 

Jesus giving us a promise of the Holy Spirit that will come and will be our helper, our 

comforter, in everything that we are doing – and indeed be our guide. 

 Then we see the manifestation of the power of the Holy Spirit with Paul and Barnabas in 

the epistle. And they stand there to proclaim that which the Lord had promised through 

the generations. And what is that promise? We see that in Revelation because Jesus is 

going to be united with his Bride when Jesus comes in the second coming. We all are 

expectant.  

 But you see in this process, in this transition, there are issues and these issues will start 

first and foremost from the fact that we are now in a generation where there is a 

deliberate and a calculated attempt to make sure that Jesus is not united with her Bride. 

And we see it all over the place. 

 Where I come from my experience is Boko Haram, the radical Islamic sect, has made it a 

mission, a mission unto their god, to make sure that every Christian is killed or they 

convert to Islam, or they pay what they call “the jezra” – that’s the tax are slaves. When 

they started we thought it was a joke, because actually to my Lord Bishop, we have 

stories about Rwanda, and we actually watched the movie Hotel Rwanda, and I thought, 

“Oh, how could people do such horrible things?” You know? Despicable things. But we 

didn’t know that it was just a matter of time that this would befall us. 

 When the crisis started in Jos and the radical Islamic sect set out to destroy the church 

and set up Islamic sharia law, we thought, “Hey, we are a civilized country. We are a 

democracy. This can’t happen here.” But unfortunately, it did. I work as a reporter with 

the Anglican Diocese of Jos in the media department. In my report between 2010 and 

maybe 2016, I had covered more than 96 different attacks in different communities. 

That killed at least 15,000 people.  

 As a pastor, I had presided over mass graves of people, women and children, that were 

butchered at night and destroyed. Why? Simply because they are Christians. Because 

the radical Islamic sect ... and by the way, let me just quickly add that the predominant 

Muslim north just went silent. If the tables were turned around and it’s Muslims that are 

killed in northern Nigeria I’m sure you would have heard so much being said about 

Nigeria and about genocide, about every other thing, but because it’s a predominantly 

Christian community that’s been devastated over these years, you only hear political 

correctness that you hear all over the place.  
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 The United Nation said, “Well, it is just some ethnic clashes, tribal fights, in northern 

Nigeria, nothing to worry about – and it’s actually caused by climate change and 

desertification and fighting for resources. Or, it’s poverty.” Hey, an AK-47 in northern 

Nigeria costs about $1,000 and there are thousands of them in the hands of radical 

Islamic youth. I don’t know what poverty has got to do with this.  

 But this is where I’m coming from. You just heard, earlier ... I just adopted a girl. Just this 

week. She came when I was leaving for the U.S. I came to their village and the attack 

was two days before I got there. When I came I met Stella, beautiful five year old girl. 

There had been a machete caught from the front of her face right to the back of her 

head. She was left for dead. The other woman, carrying a girl who was six months old on 

her back, after they broke into the house, and these attacks by the way will happen for 

more than three hours, and there will be no intervention from the military or the police.  

 Anyway, so they cut the finger of the mother and put it in the mouth of the toddler and 

said she should eat the finger of her mother. When the girl, of course that’s an 

impossible thing to ask, but anyway, they killed the girl with a machete behind the 

mother, cut the mother and left her also for dead. So, I came to this community and I 

have this woman, with some good medical at least knowledge, has been able to stitch 

the wounds, but Stella was still ... there was still blood coming out of her ears three days 

later.  

 So, I pleaded to have her take her two hours drive to where I stay, and by God’s grace 

and mercy we were able to get her some better treatment. It’s 14 days later, we had to 

take her back home. But there was nobody to take care of her. So, I pleaded and Stella 

was given to me to adopt and she is such a ... Oh, you need to see her smile. Beautiful 

young girl.  

 But, friends, this is the area where there’s contention with our faith. The bible says “the 

enemy of our soul is trying to destroy us.” Now, this is physical in Nigeria, but I don’t 

think it’s d9ifferent anywhere here in the U.S., because it’s about the same intensity of 

opposition against the Church, because out here, I mean, in Africa we hear all that is 

going on in the U.S. and we scratch our heads and say, “What is going wrong? What has 

gone wrong?” How could in this day and time where there is so much education, so 

much enlightenment, there is so much advancement and science, and yet we are 

completely illiterate when it comes to the matter of God? And we just can’t seem to fix 

it. We just don’t seem to understand what is going on. 

 You are a Christian and you don’t say anything about your faith, and it’s just hate 

speech. You dare stand on a particular belief and you are a bigot. So, Christians are now 

forced to compromise and are pushed into silence. And friends, this is what we simply 

have seen in the epistle where we read. Where indeed Paul and Barnabas were facing a 

challenge. If Paul and Barnabas were Nigerians, I know what they would do. They would 
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probably, after healing this cripple, they probably would put a huge sign board and say, 

“Paul and Barnabas’ Healing Ministry.” You know? 

Congregation: (laughter) 

Fr. Hassan: Everyone here who is disabled , crippled, just come in here, then we’ll have this special 

prayer every ... they would be making a lot of money. Well, even if not directly, but 

some consultation or somebody would arrange with somebody who knows somebody. 

I’m sure they’d have a big ministry.  

 That would be what a Nigerian would do. But secondly what they probably would do is 

to say, “Well, the pressure is so much, we haven’t been appreciated for what we’re 

doing in the name of the Lord. Let’s see, this thing about [inaudible 00:11:47] and is 

there any way we could ... otherwise, if we don’t do anything here we will get killed.” If 

we go against the tide, they will give issue. Perhaps I would have said, “Okay, look, let’s 

wait. Let’s come back tomorrow, let’s sit down and have a dialogue.” We have a god and 

you two have a god, but let’s sort things out. 

 You know? But that didn’t happen. Paul and Barnabas simply stood up there and said, 

“No. This is the work of the living God.” As much as they tried to defy them, and in this 

generation we have people defying anything and everything, everything that we hold as 

a belief has now become a god. And nobody dares go against what individual thing we 

believe in.  

 So, it is post truth, post everything ... well, I’m an African, I don’t understand all this big 

grammar, whatever you call it – friends, it still comes back to one big thing; that we are 

in a society where to be a Christian, you are in the minority, and you are attacked at 

every aspect and every level of your life. There is a deliberate push to substitute your 

belief with [inaudible 00:13:03]. 

 But you see where I’m coming from in Africa we love the Lord so much that no physical 

attack, nothing will dissuade us from loving or serving the Lord. Nothing. 276 girls were 

abducted in [CHI-BUK 00:13:25] and they call them ... well, they’ve gone all over the 

world with the “Bring Our Girls Back” campaign from April 14, 2016. Now, all these girls, 

or rather 95% of them are all Christians. Only about 7 out of the 276 are Muslims.  

 Every attempt by Boko Haram to make them recant their belief in Jesus Christ and 

convert to Islam failed. Only 115 returned. The others we don’t know whether they are 

alive or dead till today. But this girl ... the decision was struck, I think, by the Swiss 

government and they got released. The first thing they told the president was they 

wanted to be baptized. They said, “Look, over our years of captivity we had been 

preparing for baptism before our capture, so we want to be baptized.” And indeed they 

were. 
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 As I speak to you Leah is ... Well, she just became ... she was just 15 years old, I think, a 

couple of weeks ago. Again, another school was attacked, 115 girls abducted and 

kidnapped by Boko Haram and among all of them only Leah, a 14 year old girl, is a 

Christian. 

 So, again, Boko Haram and their arrangement with the government got $3 million Euros, 

the release of the girls, except Leah, because Leah, at the time of her release, would not 

convert to Islam. When all her mates were taken out of the Boko Haram camp they held 

Leah back, and Leah is still there today. And they had consistently asked Leah, at least 

from what we know, to convert to Islam and regain her freedom, but she will not. 14 

years old. 

 Now, that’s our world. But you see, you get into all sorts of debates about church. We 

can go into all theologies. We can continue to constantly stand with politicians, with 

society, who want to change the truth of the gospel, and we’re forced to compromise 

one way or the other, but the problem is at the end of the day what is the big picture? 

Every knee shall bow before the Lord, Jesus Christ. And every tongue will confess that 

indeed Jesus Christ is Lord.  

 Look at the big picture. Look at the big picture. It’s not about us. It’s not about life 

today. It’s not about whether you live to be 150 or 180, it is that some day in eternity 

we will stand before the Lord God and He will ask us to give account of our lives; what 

was it that the Lord wanted to establish right from the Garden of Eden in Genesis 2 till 

today is what we just read in Revelation – that God had a beautiful plan right from the 

beginning that man aborted. Jesus Christ died on the cross to reconcile, to establish, and 

to bring back this wonderful, beautiful relationship. 

 And, friends, I have seen wonderful, fantastic transformation in the lives of people who 

love the Lord and who have walked with Him. I come from a community where people 

are asking, “Where is this God?” But when you look critical in all the tragedy, that is 

when step by step every moment you see the Lord God in action.  

 I have been shot at twice. I could give you so many examples of how God has preserved 

my life almost every day, because if you leave every morning ... What we do with my 

wife and family is we go, we come into morning devotions, we pray, and we thank God 

for the gift of another day. Because you leave your room, there is no guarantee 

whatsoever that you will be alive by evening, or you’ll be back home. It could be a 

suicide bomber somewhere there in the marketplace, you could be shot at, anything can 

happen.  

 In the evening when we come back, we also still go back on our knees and say, 

“Hallelujah, thank you Lord that we survived this day.” And we look forward to another 

day. Friends, that’s the reality of what we go through.  
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 Now, out here, unfortunately, because the gospel is so been compromised at every 

level, whether it is the LBGTQ+++, the pro or anti or whatever it is about fetus and 

unborn babies and so on – the debate is intensive. I’m not a specialist in history, but I 

know that somewhere in the bible God asked Joshua to destroy Canaan because they 

were sacrificing their babies. It’s there in the scriptures. 

 Whichever way you look at it, friends, Jesus, while he was still in the womb ... Elizabeth’s 

baby jumped in her womb to acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ. And you tell me 

there’s no life in the womb? What am I missing here? 

 Friends, the scriptures are all about this ... whether Jacob and Esau they were struggling 

in the womb of their parents, or whether it is ... I mean, you can go through history and 

all these things are there. Are we so educated that we are completely ignorant about 

the bible? 

 I don’t know. I don’t know. But let me tell you what I do know. I know that I love the 

Lord. I know that I love the Lord. By the way, let me just add this, that part of the 

reasons why Boko Haram is killing Christians in northern Nigeria is they believe that the 

U.S. is Christian, completely. And they believe that the U.S. is our godfather – in other 

words, if you delete the U.S. in the equation, we are defenseless and we can be 

destroyed. 

 Now, that is one problem. The other problem is they also see that Christianity has 

debased humanity. They have come as the sanctifiers of humanity with the sharia law 

and therefore they need to destroy Christianity that is destroying Islam, has given 

western civilization that is immoral.  

 Now add that with the debate about abortions, about sexuality, and what is happening 

in the U.S. is you are just giving them a knife to put on our throats back in Africa. 

Friends, it’s not about you. It’s about the Body of Christ. Yes, you might say, “Well, it’s 

my body, I can do what I want.” Yes, you can, but should you? 

 Because God didn’t make us individualistic. It’s not all about us. But anyway, that’s what 

Boko Haram ... that’s the radical Islamists out there. Because they now see, “Well, that’s 

it.” Everything that is happening here is fueling and encouraging and building the 

arsenal against Christians in Africa. That’s a reality. That’s the truth of the matter. And 

we just want to beg you, especially Christians here in the U.S – we just want to beg you.  

 You see, this gospel that we have, it is worth living for and it is worth dying for, that’s 

what my Archbishop will always say. And please do not compromise this gospel that we 

are dying for in Africa. Don’t compromise it. We are standing for it. We will die for it. A 

lot of people, you know, have ... actually, a lot of pastors have died, but we are still 

standing there because we believe in the truth of the gospel, in the truth of every word 

that is written in the bible, and not just Hassan John standing here, but every pastor that 
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is working and every Christian that is in northeastern Nigeria, they know that they can 

die any day, but they are not willing to give up their faith. That’s how much we love the 

Lord. 

 As a body in Christ, we just want to encourage you not to capitulate, not to be 

intimidated, not to be ashamed of the gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ. Because he 

created the universe. With Him we are in the majority. Whatever politics, whatever 

society, whatever the trend, whatever the current wave, and let’s not forget that every 

season there will be one wave or one thing or the other. Many years ago it wasn’t the 

LGBT thing, it was perhaps something else that was attacking and persecuting the 

Church. Even this, again, will pass away. I don’t know – years down the line, it won’t be 

this debate, probably something else will pop up, because that’s how civilizations have 

grown over history and over time. 

 But the Word of the Lord remains constantly the same. And if there’s any message we 

want to bring from Africa it’s to say brothers, we stand with you. It’s to say, we are 

there, we can give you examples of whatever persecution, no matter how intense it is, 

we are standing. Unity here in the African church, sing and praise ... you guys are too 

nice in church. Too nice. Yeah, you need to watch out, in African church stuff is going on. 

We will be all over the pews, all dancing, and there will be music. At the end of the day 

we come out all sweaty and saying, “Hallelujah, Praise the Lord!” I think if a Nigerian sits 

down here and he would wonder whether he has come to church at all. 

 We are very expressive, screaming and shouting. And friends, we’re not ashamed. 

Because in Him we live and have our being. And I pray that as we work together as a 

family we know that whatever we do, right or wrong, in Africa, we’ll have an impact on 

the entire Body of Christ. Whatever you do there, here also. Let me tell you from the 

bottom of my heart. Many people will die in the hands of radical Islamists, because of 

what we usually take for granted all over the place.  

 The Body of Christ is not just me. It’s not just what I want. It’s not my body I can do what 

I want with it. Yes, it’s your body, but it belongs to God. He created it, he gave it to you, 

and you will account for it – whether we know it or not. And that’s the fact of the 

matter. 

 I want to just offer a prayer. I don’t know ... apologies if I have offended anybody. I 

speak like an African. We are always ... we just say it the way it is. But I would just want 

to pray that the Lord gives us courage, each and every one of us, in whatever areas we 

find ourselves. It might be in your office, it might be in your place of work, it might be 

even with friends that you’re going to hesitate - just be who you are – a Christian. And 

you therefore believe that you do not want to offend somebody. By default Jesus 

offended everybody that didn’t believe in Him.  
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 As a Christian, except you choose to leave the Church, you will offend somebody, 

because that’s Christianity. We’ve seen it through history to date until Jesus comes the 

bible tells us it will continue to happen. You just need simply to make up your mind 

whether you want to be a Christian or not. And if you want to be a Christian, it’s very 

simple, just simply be a witness unto Jesus Christ. He’s not asking you to do anything. 

Just simply say, “I love the Lord. He is my God. And I’ll worship Him passionately with 

the whole of my heart.” That’s all He’s asking you to do. And while you’re doing that you 

just simply show His love to anybody who comes around you. That’s just simply being a 

witness. You don’t have to wear a cassock and carry tracts and go around screaming and 

shouting, “Jesus is Lord!” No, by who you are, let it be said that he or she has been with 

Christ because they can see His image and His reflection in your life. It’s that simple. 

 I just want to pray, if you do not mind. I just want to pray if there’s anyone who has felt 

intimidated and just need the Holy Spirit to encourage and strengthen you, could you 

join me in prayers? Let us pray. 

 Indeed, may I ask if you’d want to stand up and you would pray together, if you for any 

reason feel perhaps you’ve been challenged, or a moment when you really are in doubt, 

whether you do not just ... you just feel intimidated, really, and you just want courage 

from the Holy Spirit that we just pray together and the Lord will continue to uphold and 

carry you through in everything that you do. 

 Our dear Lord, we thank you. We thank you because it’s your love and your grace and 

your mercy. Lord, you’ve given us this opportunity, this special privilege, Lord, to be your 

sons and daughters. Lord, you did not at all hide it from us who we are in you and who 

you are in us. Your word says the world will hate us simply because we bring peace and 

love. People will make their images, they will make their gods, and people will want to 

hear what they want to hear, but Lord, you say every day we need to stand and carry 

your light, carry your banner, and lift up your cross. Father help us. If there are any of us, 

Lord, who are not really sure. We ask even at this moment that you steer our hearts with 

the Holy Spirit; that we are simply who we are in you, rejoicing I know that you have 

called us to be your sons and daughters and we will continue to be your sons and 

daughters. For those that are standing, Lord, I pray that you continue to empower and 

strengthen them. Lord, God, you give us a spirit of boldness and not a spirit of timidity or 

fear. But may we just simply be your image carriers and your witnesses. We pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  


