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Liturgy NOUN

lit· ur· gy ˈli-tur-je̍̄  

1. often capitalized : a eucharistic rite
2 : a rite or body of rites prescribed for public worship

// A BAPTISMAL LITURGY

3 : a customary repertoire of ideas, phrases, or 
observances
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Before the Service

Come in quietly, sit or kneel, and pray asking the Lord to give you a worshipful heart. 
Habakkuk writes in 2:20 “The LORD is in His holy temple, let all the earth remain silent 

before him.” This should be our posture as we enter into the Lord’s sanctuary. 

Processional 1 

Come Ye Sinners Poor And Needy
Come ye sinners poor and needy
Weak and wounded sick and sore
Jesus ready stands to save you
In His Arms of Love and Power

I will arise and go to Jesus
He will embrace me in His arms
In the arms of my dear Savior
O there are ten thousand charms

Come ye thirsty come and welcome
God’s free bounty glorify
True belief and true repentance
Every grace that brings you nigh

Come ye weary heavy laden
Lost and ruined by the fall
If you tarry till you’re better
You will never come at all

View Him prostrate in the garden
On the ground your Maker lies
On the bloody tree behold Him
Sinner will this not suffice

Lo th’incarnate God ascended
Pleads the merit of His blood
Venture on Him venture wholly
Let no other trust intrude

Let not conscience make you linger
Nor of fitness fondly dream
All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him

The acclamaTion 2 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins
People  His mercy endures for ever.

1the ProceSSion

The procession is the act of entrance 
into the sanctuary for worship. It serves 
as a beginning to our worship harkening 
back to the procession of the Ark of the 
Covenant to the Holy City of Jerusalem 
at the request of both David and Solomon 
(2 Sam 6; I Kings 8) and the entrance 
of the saints into the throne room of 
God (Rev 4). During the procession all 
serving in the service enter the church 
behind the cross as a symbol that we are 
called to follow our crucified Lord. The 
order for the procession is crucifer (cross 
bearer), lectors, acolytes (if used), Deacon 
(carrying the Gospel book), Priest, and 
Bishop (if present). On a Sunday when 
more than one priest is present, the 
Celebrant holds the place of honor at 
the end of the procession. During the 
procession many in the congregation will 
bow in reverence to our Lord when the 
cross passes. This is not worship of the 
cross itself but of the one to whom the 
cross points. Those serving at the chancel 
area will pause to bow at the altar which 
represents both the Table of our Lord and 
the altar where we re-present his once and 
for all sacrifice for the world. 

2 the AcclAmAtion

An acclamation is any manifestation of a 
held belief with a shout. The Acclamation 
is a call to worship where we invoke 
the Lord to meet us in worship. The 
Acclamation changes according to the 
theological emphasis of each liturgical 
season. 
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The collecT for PuriTy 3 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
People   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Decalogue 4 
Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21

Celebrant  God spoke these words and said: I am the Lord your God, you shall  
  have no  other gods but me.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Celebrant  You shall not make for yourself any idol.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Celebrant  You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
People   Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Celebrant  Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Celebrant  Honor your father and your mother.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Celebrant  You shall not murder.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Celebrant  You shall not commit adultery.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Celebrant  You shall not steal.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

3 the collect for Purity

The word “collect” is a prayer that collects the 
best prayers of the historic church on each 
Sunday of the Church year. The Collect of Purity 
helps prepare people to worship the Father.  It 
comes from the Sarum (Salisbury Cathedral in 
England) Rite of the 11th century.

4 the DecAlogue

During Advent and Lent we recite the entire 
Decalogue (10 Commandments) as a reminder 
of our sinfulness and need for God’s grace. The 
recitation of the Decalogue also instructs us on 
how to live. God’s grace not only cleanses us of 
sin but also empowers us to obedience: “Incline 
our hearts to keep this law.”

During other seasons of the church, the 
Summary of the Law is used. The Summary of 
the Law consists of Jesus’ two great commands to 
love God and neighbor (Matt 22:37-40).
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Celebrant  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Celebrant  You shall not covet.
People  Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these, your laws, in our   
  hearts, we beseech you.
 

Kyrie eleison 5 
 

The collecT of the Day 6

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 7

People   And with your spirit. 8

Celebrant  Let us pray.

5  Kyrie eleiSon

Kyrie Eleison translates to “Lord have 
mercy” and Criste Eleison to “Christ have 
mercy.” It can be traced back to Christian 
liturgies of the late fifth century. This 
is typically sung and reminds us of our 
need for the Lord’s mercy in our lives. 
The phrase “Lord have mercy” is seen 
throughout the Psalms (4:1; 6:2; 51:1; 
123:3) and is the cry of the Canaanite 
woman in Matthew 15:22.

6  the collect of the DAy

The collect of the day corresponds to 
themes found in the lectionary readings. 
It changes each week, based on the church 
year.

7 “the lorD Be With you”

This is an ancient form of blessing dating 
back to the Book of Ruth where Boaz 
blesses the harvesters in Ruth 2:4.

8 “AnD With your SPirit”

These words echo the greetings of St. Paul 
at the end of four of his epistles (Gal 6:18; 
Phil 4:23; 2 Tim 4:22; Philem 1:25). The 
response was a part of the early church’s 
liturgy beginning in the 3rd century.
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Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 
and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

(please be seated)

The lessons 9

Jo s h ua 4:19-5:12 

Reader A reading from the book of Joshua.

4:19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they 
encamped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they 
took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, 
“When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 
then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 
For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, 
as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 
24 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that 
you may fear the Lord your God forever.”

5:1 As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the west, and 
all the kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up 
the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel until they had crossed over, their hearts 
melted and there was no longer any spirit in them because of the people of Israel.

2 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the sons of 
Israel a second time.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at 
Gibeath-haaraloth. 4 And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the males 
of the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on 
the way after they had come out of Egypt. 5 Though all the people who came out had 
been circumcised, yet all the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after 
they had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 6 For the people of Israel walked 
forty years in the wilderness, until all the nation, the men of war who came out of Egypt, 
perished, because they did not obey the voice of the Lord; the Lord swore to them that 

 

9 the leSSonS

Every Sunday we have four lessons 
(readings) from Scripture. There are 
lessons from the Old Testament (OT), 
a Psalm, the New Testament (NT), and 
the Gospels. Anglicans read and preach 
the whole counsel of God’s word. The 
calendar containing all of the Sunday 
readings is called the Lectionary, which is 
from the Latin lectio meaning “reading.”  
The readings often correspond in theme 
and match the liturgical year.  The 
ACNA lectionary (the book with all the 
Scripture readings) can be found online 
at anglicanchurch.net. Laity can read 
the OT, Psalm (if not sung), and NT 
readings. The tradition of the Deacon 
reading the gospel is an old one, dating 
back to around the 4th century. A few 
times in the church year the Apocrypha 
is read in place of the Old Testament 
reading. Anglicans see the Apocrypha 
(or Deuterocanonical books) as offering 
examples of, and instruction on, godly 
living as well as helpful historical context 
between the Old and New Testaments. 
The Deuterocanonical books, however, 
are set apart from the other sixty-six 
books in the Canon in that they do not 
establish doctrine. Thus, after those times 
when the Apocrypha is read, the lector 
simply says, “Here ends the reading,” 
rather than, “The Word of the Lord.”
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he would not let them see the land that the Lord had sworn to their fathers to give to 
us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So it was their children, whom he raised up in 
their place, that Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because they had not 
been circumcised on the way.

8 When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they remained in their places 
in the camp until they were healed. 9 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled 
away the reproach of Egypt from you.” And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to 
this day.

10 While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho. 11 And the day after 
the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and 
parched grain. 12 And the manna ceased the day after they ate of the produce of the land. 
And there was no longer manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the 
land of Canaan that year.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People    Thanks be to God.

Ps a l m 34 10

Congregation responds to verses with refrain.
 

Text from The Psalms, a new translation © 1963 The Grail (England) administered by HarperCollins.  71 
Common Psalm Project Music © 2014 Martin Foster. www.bearmusic.info
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I will bless the Lord 1. at all times, 
his praise always on my lips; 
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
The humble shall hear and be glad.

Glorify the 2. Lord with me. 
Together let us praise his name. 
I sought the Lord and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free.

Look towards him 3. and be radiant; 
let your faces not be abashed. 
This poor man called; the Lord heard him 
and rescued him from all his distress.

The angel of the Lord 4. is encamped 
around those who revere him, to rescue them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
He is happy who seeks refuge in him.

Psalm 33 (34): 2–9 ± v. 9
Common Psalms: Ordinary Time 3•	
4th Sunday of Lent, Year C (verses 1–3)•	
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B•	
Marriage [Alt. Response 3a]•	
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10 the PSAlm

It is traditional to have a cantor chant 
the Psalm with the congregation joining 
in the refrain. Typically, the refrain sung 
by the congregation is the first line of the 
Psalm.
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2 co r i n T h i a n s 5:17-21 

Reader  A reading from the book of Second Corinthians.
 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For 
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

(please stand, if you are able)

Show US ChriSt 11

Prepare our hearts, O God
Help us to receive
Break the hard and stony ground
Help our unbelief
Plant Your Word down deep in us
Cause it to bear fruit
Open up our ears to hear
Lead us in Your truth

Show us Christ, show us Christ
O God, reveal Your glory
Through the preaching of Your Word
Until every heart confesses Christ is Lord

Your Word is living light
Upon our darkened eyes
Guards us through temptations
Makes the simple wise
Your Word is food for famished ones
Freedom for the slave
Riches for the needy soul
Come speak to us today

11 Sequence hymn

The hymn sung during the procession 
of the Gospel is known as the sequence 
hymn. Out of reverence for Christ and 
His Gospel, we stand as the gospel book 
is processed behind the cross into the 
midst of the congregation. It is custom 
to turn and face the Gospel Book at this 
time and bow as it passes. This procession 
represents the incarnation, where Jesus 
the Messiah, fully God and fully man, 
came into our midst (John 1:1-14).
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The gosPel
luKe 15:11-32

Deacon  The holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke. 12 
People   Glory to You, Lord Christ.
 
 11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided 
his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had 
and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless 
living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and 
he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with 
the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 
more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my 
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the 
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these 
things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed 
the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his 
father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, 
yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when 
this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 

12 “the holy goSPel...”

During the phrase, “The Holy Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,” many in the 
congregation will make three small signs 
of the cross with their thumb—one on 
their forehead, one on their lips, and one 
on their heart. This is a reminder that the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ should 
always be in our mind, on our lips, and 
in our heart. 
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fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that 
is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to You, Lord Christ. 13 

The sermon 14

Fr. michael novoTny

(please stand, if you are able)
 

The nicene creeD 15

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,16 the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
 

13 “PrAiSe to you lorD chriSt”

Often during these words, many people 
will make a slight bow out of reverence 
for Christ.

14 the Sermon

The sermon is an important part of the 
liturgy as it is God’s word proclaimed to 
his people. The sermon is based largely 
on one or more of the Sunday readings. 
The sermon is not just a time of teaching 
but of proclamation and exhortation. 
The sermon is the zenith of the first half 
of the service known as the Liturgy of the 
Word.

15 the nicene creeD

The word “creed” comes from the Latin 
word credo, which means “I believe.” 
The Nicene creed first appears at the 
Council of Nicaea in AD 325. The creed, 
founded on Scripture, was used as a tool 
to combat heresies in the early Church. 
The Nicene Creed is used for services of 
Holy Communion, and the much shorter 
Apostles’ Creed, originally written in the 
early Church, is used at Baptisms and 
Confirmation.

16 JeSuS chriSt

Some will bow at the name of Jesus out 
of reverence. Still others will remain 
bowing until the words “he rose again” 
as a physical reminder of his incarnation 
and resurrection.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic17 and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection18 of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.  Amen
 
(please kneel, if you are able)

The Prayers of The PeoPle 19

Each petition of the prayers ends with the phrase “Lord in Your Mercy,” 
to which the people respond: “Hear our prayer.”
 
Celebrant  Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only 
Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

conFession of sin 20

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

(silence follows as we individually confess our sins to the Father) 

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen.

17 cAtholic

The word “catholic” here denotes the 
universal church of past, present, and 
future, including those living and those 
who have died in Christ.

18 the Sign of the croSS

Making the sign of the cross is a reminder 
of the hope of resurrection we have 
through our Triune God. 

19 the PrAyerS of the PeoPle

It is custom to kneel during the prayers 
as a position of humility before the Lord. 
We see our Lord kneeling to pray on the 
Mount of Olives in Luke 22:40-41. The 
Prayers of the People are that time when 
the body of Christ enters a time of prayer 
for the entire world and various aspects 
of life. It is custom for the congregation, 
at certain points, to pray silently or aloud 
their prayers. The prayerful responses of 
the people are brief phrases expressing 
prayer needs or thanksgivings relevant 
to the petition of the lay prayer leader. 
Being common prayer, gossip, contested 
theological doctrines, and controversial 
political items are best left out, so that the 
whole body may say, “Amen.” The whole 
body should be able to say “Amen.”

20 confeSSion of Sin

Before being brought to peace with God 
and our neighbor prior to receiving Holy 
Communion, we confess our sins.
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The absoluTion 21 

Celebrant  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of His great mercy has 
promised forgiveness of sin to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
to Him, have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

The comForTable WorDs 22

Celebrant  If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins 
of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2

The Peace 23

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And with your spirit.
  
(Parents please pick up your children from the nursery at this time so that the entire family may come 
forward together for communion and a blessing for the children.)

Celebrant  Christ is King
People:  Give Him the Glory
Celebrant  Give Him the Glory
People:  For Christ is King

holy communion

oFFerTory 24

Celebrant  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours; yours is the 
Kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as Head above all. All things come from you, O 
Lord, 
People   And of your own have we given you. 1 Chronicles 29:11, 14

21 the ABSolution

During the Absolution the priest offers 
absolution, through Jesus our Lord. Notice that 
repentance and faith are necessary.

22 the comfortABle WorDS

The comfortable words were a 16th century 
addition to the Liturgy by the Anglican 
Archbishop of the Reformation Thomas 
Cranmer. He chose a set of Scriptures that would 
remind the congregation of the Biblical basis for 
their forgiveness. The comfortable words change 
throughout the liturgical year (Matt 11:28; John 
3:16; 1 Tim 1:15; 1 John 2:1-2).

23 the PeAce

The peace mirrors the words of our Lord upon 
seeing his Disciples after the Resurrection: 
“Peace be with you.” The peace is placed after 
confession and absolution as a sign that we are 
brought into peace with God and our neighbor.

24 the offertory

The offertory is the presentation of the bread 
and wine as well as the tithes and offerings as the 
gifts of the people to the Father, set apart for use 
in the church.
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Be Magnified
I have made You too small in my eyes
O Lord forgive me
And I have believed in a lie
That You were unable to help me
But now O Lord I see my wrong
Heal my heart and show Yourself strong
And in my eyes and with my song
O Lord be magnified
O Lord be magnified

Be magnified O Lord
You are highly exalted
And there is nothing You can’t do
O Lord my eyes are on You
Be magnified O Lord, Be magnified

I have leaned on the wisdom of men
O Lord forgive me
And I have responded to them
Instead of Your light and Your mercy
But now O Lord I see my wrong
Heal my heart and show Yourself strong
And in my eyes and with my song
O Lord be magnified
O Lord be magnified

Doxology 25

(please stand, if you are able)

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
 Praise Him, all creatures here below;
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

The greaT ThanKsgiving 26

sursum corDa 27

Sursum corda is Latin that is translated in the Church’s liturgy as “lift up your hearts.”

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People      And with your spirit.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People       We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:     It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

25 the Doxology

The doxology, which comes from the 
Greek (literally “glory saying”), is a short 
hymn of praise offered to God. 

26 the greAt thAnKSgiving

This is the second part of our Sunday 
morning liturgy: The Eucharistic liturgy. 
This portion of the service is also known 
as the Eucharist, from the Greek word 
eucharisto, “to give thanks.” We recall 
Paul’s words concerning Jesus’ institution 
of the Lord’s Supper, “and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This 
is my body, which is for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me’” (1 Cor 11:24). 
This portion of the service focuses on the 
sacrament of Holy Communion, or the 
Lord’s Supper, in which we celebrate the 
presence of Christ in our midst.

27 SurSum corDA

Sursum corda is Latin that is translated 
in the Church’s liturgy as “lift up your 
hearts.” It is one of the oldest parts of the 
liturgy and can be dated back to at least 
the 3rd century. It is found in all rites 
of the oldest liturgies of the Christian 
church.
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Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and 
prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and 
renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which 
you have prepared for those who love you. 28Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

sancTus 29

Sanctus is Latin for “holy,” and is the praise sung to God by the angels in Isaiah 6.

Celebrant and People
Holy, 30 holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might 
The heavens and the earth are full 
Of Your glory 

Hosanna in the highest 
O save us, Lord, we sing 
Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna to our King 
 
Blessed is He who comes 
In the name of the Lord 
Blessed is He who comes 
In the name of the Lord

The Prayer of consecraTion 31

(please kneel, if you are able)

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we 
had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
your only Son into the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms 
upon the cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might 

28 the ProPer PrefAce

This sentence, known as the Proper 
Preface, speaks a word about the current 
liturgical season of the church. 

29 the SAnctuS

Sanctus is Latin for “holy,” and is the 
praise sung to God by the angels in Isaiah 
6. Many will bow during “Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of Power and Might” 
out of reverence for the holiness of our 
Triune God. Some people will make the 
sign of the cross during “blessed is He…” 
as a prayer that we too might “come in 
the name of the Lord.” This, too, is the 
cry of the people as Jesus came down the 
Mount of Olives in preparation for his 
Passion (Matt 21:9).

30 hoSAnnA

Lit., “save us please!”  Like “Blessed is he 
who comes,” this was from Ps 118 and 
was among the cries of the crowds who 
saw Jesus as messiah in the days before 
the cross.”

31 the PrAyer of conSecrAtion

The Prayer of Consecration is offered by 
the priest to the Father on behalf of the 
congregation. If you read it closely, the 
first paragraph of this prayer is The Gospel 
spoken to us. The next two paragraphs 
are the “Words of Institution,” which 
Jesus spoke to his disciples in the upper 
room (John 13).
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be saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan 
under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confidence before the throne of grace.

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body 
which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 32

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which 
is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this 
in remembrance of me.” 33

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. 34

Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit 
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 35

Sanctify us 36 X also, that we may worthily receive this holy sacrament, and be made one 
body with him, so that he may dwell in us and we in him. And bring us with all your 
saints into the fullness of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen.

Celebrant   And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

32 “Do thiS in rememBrAnce...”

The priest bows after the words “do this 
in remembrance of me” out of reverence 
for our Lord’s Supper.

33 the AnAmneSiS

Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper carries 
a command: “Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” The Greek word for “remembrance,” 
anamnesis, means the past becoming real in 
the present, which happens by the promise 
of Christ in the Sacrament. 

34 the memoriAl AcclAmAtion

This section said by both the celebrant 
and the people is called The Memorial 
Acclamation and is found in one of the 
oldest liturgies of the church called the St. 
James liturgy (c.a. 3rd century). 

35 the ePicleSiS

The sentence beginning with “Sanctify 
them…” is called the epiclesis. Here the 
celebrant (only priests and bishops have 
the authority to celebrate communion) 
prays that the Bread and Wine be 
consecrated by the Holy Spirit to become 
the sacrament of Jesus’ Body and Blood. 
While there are various understandings, 
the Anglican Church holds to the 
doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ 
(both His humanity and divinity) in Holy 
Communion. The celebrant will make 
the sign of the cross over the elements 
while they are being consecrated. 
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Celebrant and People
Our Father, 37 who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.     
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.     
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.          
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

The FracTion 38

Celebrant   Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.
People   Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Prayer of humble access 39

Celebrant and People
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
 trusting in our own righteousness, 
 but in your abundant and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
 the crumbs under your table.
 But you are the same Lord, 
 who always delights in showing mercy.
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
 so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
 and to drink his blood, 
 that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
 and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
 and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  

36“SAnctify uS...”
People will cross themselves here as a 
prayer for sanctification and communion 
with the Father through the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. 

37 the lorD’S PrAyer

The Lord’s Prayer is always prayed during 
the Eucharistic liturgy as preparation to 
receive the Sacrament. What better way 
to pray than as our Lord taught us? The 
Church Fathers saw “bread” as a reference 
to all of our food but also to the bread 
of Holy Communion and petition for 
forgiveness as a proper preparation for 
receiving communion. 

38 the frAction

Fraction comes from the Latin for 
“breaking.” Here the celebrant breaks the 
priest wafer in half as a symbol of Christ’s 
body being broken for our salvation. 
Anglicans do not believe that Jesus is re-
sacrificed in Holy Communion. Rather, 
the Celebrant joins Christ as he even 
now appears in the presence of God the 
Father on our behalf (Heb 9:24), in re-
presenting the once and for all sacrifice 
(Heb 10:1-18) of Jesus the Messiah on 
the cross to the Father.

39 the PrAyer of humBle AcceSS

This prayer of humility is founded on 
Matthew 8:8 where Jesus heals the servant 
of the Centurion and Mark 9:28 where 
the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter was 
cleansed of a demonic spirit. Its purpose 
is to remind us that we are unworthy to 
receive anything good from the Lord, yet 
in His mercy he allows us to partake in the 
sacrament of His body and blood. 
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The agnus Dei 40

 

Celebrant  Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. John 1:29, 

Revelation 19:9

receiving the sacramenT 41

(please be seated)

All baptized Christians are welcome to come forward and receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.   
You may drink from the common cup or dip your wafer into the wine; you many kneel or stand to 
receive the elements. After receiving the elements, it is typical to respond with “Amen” and cross yourself. 
However, some choose to remain silent. Feel free to let people pass by if you do not wish to receive Holy 
Communion.  Parents are free to decide if their child is ready to receive Holy Communion. Children 
not receiving Holy Communion will receive a blessing when brought forward. In addition, prayer 
ministers are available in the back of the church should you need prayer.  

40 the AgnuS Dei

Agnus Dei is Latin for “Lamb of God. This 
is the response of John the Baptist in John 
1:29 upon seeing Jesus the Messiah. The 
Agnus Dei is inserted during penitential 
seasons of the church year as a reminder 
of our need for Jesus’ mercy and peace in 
our lives.

41 receiving the SAcrAment

We approach the altar rails and kneel 
to receive Holy Communion. Most will 
receive with right hand over their left 
in the sign of a cross. Some will cross 
themselves before and after receiving the 
bread and wine. After returning to your 
seat it is custom to sit or kneel and pray.

Baptized children are welcomed to receive 
Holy Communion as are any baptized 
Christians. 
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I Am The Bread Of Life
I am the Bread of Life
All who eat this Bread will never die
I am God’s love revealed
I am broken that you might be healed

All who eat of this heavenly Bread
All who drink this cup of the covenant
You will live forever
For I will raise you up

No one who comes to Me shall ever 
hunger again
No one who believes shall ever thirst
All that the Father draws shall come to Me
And I will give them rest

There Is A Balm In Gilead
There is a balm in Gilead
To make the wounded whole
There is a balm in Gilead
To heal the sin-sick soul

Sometimes I feel discouraged
And think my work’s in vain
But then the Holy Spirit
Revives my soul again

If you cannot preach like Peter
If you cannot pray like Paul
You can tell the Love of Jesus
And say He died for all

10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)
Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before, O my soul
I’ll worship Your holy name

The sun comes up it’s a new day dawning
It’s time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
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And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore

The PosT communion Prayer 42

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Celebrant and People 
Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
 of the most precious body and blood 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ: 
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
 that we are living members of the body of your Son, 
 and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. 
And now Father, send us out into the world 
 to do the work you have given us to do, 
 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

announcemenTs
    

The blessing 43

The recessional 44

Amazing Grace
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

42 the PoSt communion PrAyer

A prayer of thanksgiving to the Father, 
for the Sacrament of His son. The prayer 
ends with an emphasis on our mission as 
Christians to engage in kingdom work 
after being spiritually nourished by Holy 
Communion.

43 the BleSSing

The offering of a blessing (known also 
as a benediction) on the congregation 
by the celebrant is customary and finds 
its Biblical basis in the Old and New 
Testaments. Moses offered a blessing of 
the people in Numbers 6:24-26, Jesus 
offered a blessing in Luke 24:50 and Paul 
in 1 Thessalonians 3: 11-13.

 
44 the receSSionAl 

The recessional is a reminder that we are 
called to leave the doors of the church and 
enter into the world on mission for God’s 
kingdom here on earth. Many people will 
turn to follow the cross (bowing when it 
passes) as a symbol that the entire church 
is to be on mission outside of the church 
doors.
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Through many dangers toils and snares
I have already come
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home

When we’ve been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’ve first begun

The Dismissal

Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
 
 
 

creDiTs

My Soul Finds Rest

Mary MacLean

© 1999 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing

Vineyard Songs Canada 

Psalm 27

Text from The Psalms, a new translation © 1963 
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CELEBRANT | The priest or 
bishop presiding at the table of Holy 
Communion. 

CHANCEL |  Area of the church where 
the altar, pulpit, and lectern are located. 

CRUCIFER | The cross-bearer in a 
procession.

CHALICE VEIL | A square covering 
of silk or brocade used to cover the 
chalice and paten before and after the 
Eucharist.

DEACON | One of three holy orders of 
the ministry.

DIOCESE | The see or jurisdiction of 
a bishop.

ELEMENTS | The bread, wine, and 
water which are used at the Eucharist.

EPISTLE SIDE | The right side of the 
chancel as one faces the altar.

EUCHARIST | The service of Holy 
Communion.

FAIR LINEN | The large white linen 
cloth which covers the altar, on top of 
the cere cloth.  It is the altar’s tablecloth.

FONT | The basin where baptisms are 
performed.

GOSPEL BOOK | The book which 
contains all of the Gospel readings.

GOSPEL SIDE | The left side of the 
chancel as once faces the altar.

LECTERN | The podium from which 
the lessons are read.

LECTOR | A reader of Holy Scripture 
during the service. 

OBLATIONS | The bread and wine 
brought to the altar at the offertory.

OFFERTORY | The bringing of 
oblations and alms to the altar.

PASCHAL CANDLE | The large, 
decorated candle which is lit at the 
Easter Vigil and burns throughout the 
Easter season to Pentecost.  The Paschal 
candle is also used at baptisms and 
funerals.

PRIEST’S HOST | The large wafer 
which is held up and broken by the 
celebrant at the Eucharist.

PRIEST | The second of the three 
orders of the priesthood; one who has 
been ordained by a bishop to administer 
the Sacraments of the Church

RECTOR |  A priest who is head of a 
parish.

VESTMENTS |  The special garments 
worn by the priest and other ministers 
of the service.

SACRISTY |  A room where preparations 
are made for the worship service, the 
Lord’s Kitchen.  In addition to the Altar 
Guild sacristy where we work, there is 
often a priest’s sacristy where the priest 
and acolytes vest.

SERVICE BOOK or MISSAL |  The 
large ‘prayer book’ from which the 
priest reads the service at the altar.

glossary
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reCtor

Fr. Michael Novotny
michael@ctkbirmingham.org

405-606-1245
 

teaChing PaStor

Fr. Dr. Gerald McDermott
gmcdermo@samford.edu

540-467-9019
 

adminiStrator/YoUth

Ben Williams
ben@ctkbirmingham.org

731-695-3617

aSSiSting ClergY

Dcn. Daniel Logan
dlogan12016@gmail.com

205-504-5640
 

Dcn. Tyler Kerley
tkerley@samford.edu

618-218-0383
 

Fr. Brad Acton
bradfordacton@gmail.com 

205-873-2257

Fr. David Tew
davidrtew@gmail.com

205-531-4290

Children’S miniSterS

Chrissy Coblentz
thecoblentz@gmail.com

419-346-9439
 

Hannah Francis
hannahw25@gmail.com

205-478-9973

ClergY emeriti

Fr. Dr. Lyle Dorsett
lwdorset@samford.edu

Dcn. Mary Dorsett
marydorset@aol.com

  
welCome: You may wonder why Anglicans worship the way we do. Our “liturgy” (“work of the people”) is drawn from the worship 
of the ancient church. Early Christians thought of it as a journey or procession, picking up each Lord’s Day to resume our journey 
out of the world and into the Kingdom of God. The culmination of our worship is the Eucharist (Holy Communion). We believe 
this is the celebration of and participation in the Real Presence of the Body and Blood of Christ. Deacons and priests wear vestments 
to show that they are not there as private persons, but stand in the place of Another—Christ. All those who serve at the altar wear a 
white garment or “alb” to represent the purity of forgiveness which they received at baptism. Deacons and priests wear a “stole” or 
thin garment around their necks that changes color with each season of the church year.  It represents the yoke of Christ which they 
take on at their ordination (Matt 11:29). The celebrating priest wears a beautiful chasuble (his outermost garment) to represent the 
beauty of Christ and the seamless garment which covered his flesh offered for the life of the world (John 6:51).

ChildCare: Children ages 6 months through second grade are welcome in the Children’s program that runs during the first part of 
the service. All children must be picked up at The Peace, so that the whole family can worship and come forward together during 
communion.

clergy & staff
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